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Article chosen: Branch, A., & Martiniello, G. (2018). Charcoal power: The political violence of non‐fossil fuel in Uganda. Geoforum, 97, 242‐252.  
The argument of the article
The author argues that there is power in controlling fuel which makes fuel by itself an instrument of power. He describes the situation in the rest of the world where the instrument of power (fuel) is fossil fuel with an expected shift into other forms such as renewable compared to most African countries which use non-fossil fuel in particular charcoal. With an expected increase in urbanization, the author seeks to identify the role of non-fossil fuel in determining the political powers with countries in Africa by using Uganda as a study case.  
Context and significance of the article
This article argues that there has been an increased academic interest in the politics of global energy, with most of the work being directed on oil. Most African countries have adopted woodfuel as the major source of energy compared to oil in most parts of the world. Charcoal is the most popular form of woodfuel based on its availability in the modern centers and it accounts for over 80% of the energy requirements in urban Africa. Africa is experiencing a steady rate of urbanization, which is expected to raise the figure even higher. The article focuses on how the relationship between charcoal and power has been addressed, in particular, looking at how political powers affect the production of charcoal. Charcoal as a source of energy has a role in shaping political powers, and the author focuses on the process of charcoal production in Uganda.
The author of the article focuses on global energy requirements and their role in determining the political powers in a country. Energy runs every aspect of society, from cooking in homes to traveling and even production in industries. The author compares cooking in African with cooking in Europe or America. The contrast is hugely based on the form of energy used between the three places. In Africa, woodfuel is the most prevalent form of energy, with charcoal having the highest utility, which is in contrast to the use of fossil fuel in Europe and America. According to the author, the process of producing charcoal, the most widely used form of woodfuel in Africa, is highly destructive to the environment. Eventually, Africa needs to shift from the use of woodfuel by adopting the use of fossil fuel, renewable energy, and nuclear energy. This move is based on the huge environmental impact that woodfuel does by destroying forests.
Analysis of the structure
The author gives an insight into the state of global energy politics. He describes that in recent years, there has been an increased rise in the interest in global energy with a particular focus on oil. He also gives a hint of a possible energy shift that is like to happen. The article states the purpose of the research, which is identifying the political violence of non-fossil fuel in Uganda. They analyze the role played by non-fossil fuel in Uganda and its impact on political powers (Branch & Martiniello, 2018). The author also gives suggestions on the best course of action for ending the political violence created by the demand for non-fossil fuel. The suggestion includes the use of fossil fuel and renewable energy.
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, the author analyzes the role played by charcoal in households across multiple counties in the world. He also makes an analysis of the use of alternative forms of energy in Africa compared to the rest of the world. Africa is behind in the use of alternative forms of energy despite having some of the richest deposits of fossil fuel in the world. Most of the leaders in these countries opt to export the fuel rather than using it domestically. Thus the increased dependence on charcoal. There are also powerful politicians who control the charcoal production processes in these countries and they seek to retain their dominance which is strengthened by controlling fuel. The continued use of charcoal, a non-fossil fuel has led to major disagreement among powerful politicians seeking to control the means of fuel used in a country some of which have turned violent.  
Use of evidence
The problem of energy (Sheller & Urry, 2016). In this section mentioned the challenges of political power that is created by the use of energy. Control or an attempt to control the energy sources or supplies creates many challenges that are not limited to fight for political power. Energy can limit the political powers in any political production, including the presidency.
Carbon democracy: political power in the age of oil (Mitchell, 2011). The article reviews the relationship between oil and democracy by considering how oils influence democracy. In a way, oil is considered as a democracy by itself where countries with most oil have more freedom compared to those without. 
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